
Day 7

Aussies Take the Lead
Multi-World Champion Nathan Outteridge and Iain Jensen (AUS) waited for the right time and now have a 17 point lead taking them into the medal race, what could be the perfect ending of a great multi-World Championship event held in Perth.

With the 49er the last of the Olympic classes to hold the medal race and the culmination of the event, the Aussie pair is primed to win the Worlds in their home country. Commenting on their run, Nathan Outteridge said, “It was a tough day of sailing for us but we had a pretty good day - we had 5-7-10; the other guys didn’t do quite as well. We’re 17 points ahead going into the medal race and we didn’t really expect that going into today.  It’s always great to win in your home country. We’ve set the scene for tomorrow and hope to win our 3rd worlds, it would be nice.”  

The gold fleet started off with 8 knots of breeze on the Leighton course with the fleet mainly hitting the beach as the favored side and giving the beachgoers some entertainment for the day.  The top ranked Austrian team of Nico Delle Karth and Nicolaus Resch won two of the days races moving them into the medal race for tomorrow.  Irelands Ryan Seaton and Matt McGovern also sailed themselves into the medal race with a good day’s racing.  John Pink and Rick Peacock (GBR) sailed two bad races which moved them back to third overall while the Toft Nielsen brothers (DEN) moved into second.  The seabreeze finally began to fill for races 14 and 15 but the best wind was for the silver fleet in the afternoon.

When asked about their strategy for the week and the uncharacteristic conditions, Outteridge responded, “We’re normally relatively good in shifty kind of events; if we get a range of conditions we seem to be good in most of the conditions and not specializing in one area.”  He continued, “we had a few quite windy days, some shifty, some random and today a nice sea breeze; our results weren’t brilliant but they were just good enough to maintain a lead at the end so it suited us pretty well.  At the end of the day with 16 races you have to be consistent.  We sat around mid-top 10 and that’s what you need to do to win these events.”

Going into tomorrow only 9 points separate second thru fifth place and the race for second and third is on.  Iain Jensen said, “the Danes are the only ones who can beat us. With a good southerly and perfect seabreeze, the whole goal is to stay close - stay top 7.” 

The silver fleet was won by Jorge Lima and Jose Luis Costa (POR) with the bronze fleet  by Dionisios Dimou and Michail Patenoitis (GRE).

The medal race will be held on Centre course and if the seabreeze “Doctor” arrives on time, it will be a spectacle with the 49er center stage.  An Aussie win would be a fitting end to this World Championship.

